University of Kentucky
SURVEY of FIRST-YEAR EXPERIENCES

Y our answers to the following questions will help us evaluate our programs. This survey should take you 15-20
minutesto complete. Resultswill bereported only in summary fashion. Your responsesaretreated as confidential
and are available only to university advising and research personnel fulfilling assigned roles and responsibilities.
We ask for your Social Security Number in order to compile statistics on retention for your class and to obtain
necessary background information about your major. Mark your answers by completely filling the appropriate

circle.
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Collegiate Activitiesand Experiences

1. How academically challengingisyour first year in
college?
(® Not at all challenging
(® Somewhat challenging
® Challenging
(® Very challenging

2. How effective was your high school preparation for
college-level work?

@ Very ineffective
@ Ineffective

® Effective

® Very effective

3. During your first year at UK, have you
(Mark all that apply)

declared your Mmajor .........ccccooeveeeeienencneeseeenn
changed your Major ...........cccoveeeeninencneeennenn
received tutoring in aCOUrse ..........ccovvvenvenene
enrolled in aremedial course ..........cccooevenneee.
enrolled iN UK 101 ..o
enrolled in an HONOrS Course ..........ccovveeneneee.
enrolled in a Freshman Discovery Seminar ......
used the Writing Center in Young Library .......
sought personal counseling .........cccccoeeeeenennene

TSR0 o

4. During your first year of college, about how often have

you done each of the following? %3 4
(Mark onein each row) 7{2 %é % ‘L%
s 3 S S

a Asked questionsinclass............... ONONONO)
b. Referred to knowledge you

acquired in your readingsor classes. © @O ® ©®
c. Cameto class without completing

readings or assignments................. ONONO
d. Read recommended texts/readings

in addition to required readings ..... ONONONO)
e. Applied the material you were

studying to a practical problem...... ONONONO)
f. Contributed to classdiscussions... © © @ ®
g. Had serious talks with students

whose race is different thanyours. @ © ® @
h. Took detailed notesin class........... © OO
i. Felt bored inclass.......coooocovnnrneeen, ONONONO)

j. Worked harder than you thought
you could to meet an instructor’s
standards or expectations............... ©
k. Discussed ideas from readings or
classes with others outside of class  (©
Did assigned homework before class ©
. Expressed views or opinionsin class.(©
Skipped/missed class ..................... ©
Had serious talks with students
whose religious or political beliefs
were very different from yours...... ONONONO)

OO0 ©
OO ©
OO ©

© =5 3~

5. How many school-sponsored extra-curricular activities
have you attended?
© none ® four
® one ® five

@ two ® morethan five
® three

6. Haveyou joined afraternity/sorority?

© no ® vyes



7. Duringyour first year of college, how much timedid you

spend during a typical week doing the following activi-
ties? (Mark one in each row)
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a Studying/home- © 7 ¢ ¢ ¢ e ¢ e
WOIK oo, ONONONONONONONGO)
b. Sociaizing/
partying ............ ONONONONONONONGO)
c. Exercising/sports. © O @ ©® ® ® ® ©

d. Participatingin
student
clubs/groups........ ONONONONONONONO)

—h

Q&/ N o‘&

:%\’,5 %, %, 6\;0;\6\4 63@04 K2

% 4, % % % U %%

(J - $ $ $ [\ $ <$

WatchingTV... © © & ©® ® & ® @
Reading for
pleasure ............ ONONONONONONONGO)
Playing video/
computer games ONONONONONONG,
‘Surfingthewe @ © @ ©® ® ® ® O

Working for pay

on campus

Working for pay

off campus

ONONORONONONONO)
ONONORONONONONO)
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Opinions, Beliefs, and Values

Indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements. ‘&O o
Remember, there are no right or wrong answers. Fill in the answer that -y N
best reflects your opinions, beliefs, and values. J’g o % ?91
A IR
@ ¥ o ¥ D
| feel that my grades are an accurate reflection of My abilities. ...........o.oeveeverveereeereeseeeeeeseeeneenn, ONONONONO;
| needlessly delay finishing jobs, even when they’ re impOrtant. ...........co.ccoeeeveeeeeeeeeseeeseeeseessennes ONONONONO;
| enjoy discussions with people whose ideas and values differ from my own. ..........c.cccoeovvevene., ONONONONO
In uncertain times, | USUAIlY EXPECE thE DESE. .......cvvurveereeereeeeeeeseeees e sesessess s sees s snesnnees ONONONONO;
UK provides the support students need to do well academically. ........ccc.coceereereereeneeerreeeeeeniennes ONONONONO
| often do My best WOTK iN SChOOL. ..........c.ovvereeereeeeeseeseeseseeseeeesessesesssesessse s seseesssnnens ONONONONO
When | have adeadling, | wait until the |8t MINULE. ...........creeeerrreeesreeeesseeeesssseeeesseessesss ONONONONO,
Talking with people who have different values from mine helps me understand myself better.... © ®@ © ® ®
If something can go Wrong fOr ME, it Will. ..........oc.evueveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeee e seen e ONONONONO;
UK provides the support students need to thrive SOGIally. .........coc.oeveeeeeeeveeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, ONONONONO;
Being agood student is an important part of Who | @M. ..........cc..covueevereereeeeeeereeseeseeseeseees e, ONONONONO;
| keep putting off improving My Work Nabits. .............co..oeeueeeeereeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s seneens. ONONONONO;
| enjoy taking courses that challenge my beliefs and VAIUES. ..........cc..ooueveeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees e, ONONONONO;
I’'m always OptimiStic 8DOUL MY FULUIE. ............ovvereeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeeesseeeseesesssssssssessssssssssnssssesnesssnees ONONONONO
UK stresses the importance of studying and academic work outside of Class. ............cccccoeeeeenne. ONONONONO)
My grades do not tell me anything about my academic POtential. .............coc.ovwrrvrrerrensereseeneenne. ONONONONO;
I’m atime waster now but | can’t seem to do anything abOUL it. ............c.ceeeeeeereereeseeseeeseeseesenens ONONONONO)
Learning about people from different culturesis a very important part of my collegeeducation. © @ ® ® ©®
| rarely count on good things hapPeNiNg t0 ME. ...........c.ereeeeeeeeeresreseeeeseeeseeesessee s sesseennes ONONONONO;
UK encourages students to develop artistic and creative qUalIties. ............co..eveeeeveeieeereeereessienes ONONONONO;
School is satisfying to me because it gives me a sense of accomplishment...............coccevereeenvennes ONONONONO;
| promise myself I'll do something and then | drag My fEEt. ..........coovevveveeeeieeeseeseeseese s, ONONONONO;
Contact with individuals whose background (e.g., race, religion, national origin) is different
from my own is an essential part of my college edUCALION. ...........c.ovvereerreerreereeresreesreeseeeeeeeneeas ONONONONO;
Overall, | expect more good things to happen to methan bad. .............ccccovvereereeeeeeseeesreeseeeneenens ONONONONO;
UK encourages students to develop scholarly and intellectual qUalities. .........c..ccoovvveerereerneenns ONONONONO;



Self-Evaluation of Skills and Knowledge

9. Compared with when you started your first year, how
would you describe your following skillsand knowledge?
(Mark one in each row) Z Z

% %
6‘2 2 %06 A 6‘9‘/‘
| | % %% %%

a. Making effective oral & . K BB

PreSentations .............o..oeveeenne.. ONONONONO,
b. Writing effectively .................... ONONONONO!
¢. Understanding the world

from avariety of viewpoints..... ONONONONO)
d. Using statistical or mathematical

reasoning to solve problems..... ONONONONO)
e. Appreciating the arts................. ONONONONO,
f. Vauing cultural diversity in

OUF SOCIELY oo, ONONONONO!
g. Understanding methods and

applying principles of reason-

ing in the natural sciences......... ONONONONO!
h. Understanding yourself ........... ONONONONO!
i. Using computers and

information technology ............. ONONONONO
j. Developing ameaningful

philosophy of life.........ccoe...... ONONONONO
k. Thinking critically and

anaAlyticaly .....o.cooveeeeeeres ONONONONO,
I. Working cooperatively in a

GIOUD .o ONONONONO,
m. Developing insight into why

you behave the way you do ...... ONONONONO

10. Since entering UK, how successful have you been in:
(Mark onein each row)

S, .
..L(/ ¢ o
R L0y
BH e Ry

a. Developing close friendships o v e v @

With StUdENts ..........coveerveeeeenn. ONONONONO!
b. Establishing meaningful con-

nections with faculty ............... ONONONONO;
c¢. Utilizing campus services

availableto students.................. ONONONONO;
d. Managing your time effectivdly © ® ©® @ ©®
e. Understanding what is expected

academiCally .......oovecveveererenenn, ONONONONO!
f. Discussing course content with

faculty outside of class............. ONONONONO!
g. Establishing a network of

friends on campus..................... ONONONONO!
h. Developing effectivestudy skills ® ® ® ® ©®
i. Adjusting to the academic

demands of college .................. ONONONONO!

11. Rate yourself on each of the following traits as com-
pared with the average person your age. We want
the most accurate estimate of how you see yourself.

: S V.
(Mark one in each row) <

a Academic ability .........ccooo...... ®
b. Driveto achieve.......ccccooveu..... ®
c. Self-confidence (intellectual)... ©
d. Self-confidence (social) ........... ®

Personal Feelings and Experiences

12. During the past year, how often have you felt:

(Mark onein each row) ‘33
z ’pg e O _7/@
Z ¥ S %
a Sad or depressed................... ONONONONO.
B. LONEY oo ONONONONO.
C. ANXiOUS Of NEIVOUS .............. ONONONONO.

d. Concerned about meeting new

PEOPIE w.voeorveere e ONONONONO,
e. Unmotivated..........cccccoovueen.... ONONONONO.
f. Isolated fromothersat UK.... @ ©® ® ® ®
g. Tiredandlackinginenergy .. © © ® ® ®
h. Supported by your friends..... ONONONONO.
i. A lotof stressinyour life...... ONONONONO.

13. Have you experienced any of the following during the.
last year? (Mark al that apply)

a Serious romantic relationship.............ccc.evueee. ®
b. Long-distance romantic relationship................. ®
c. Seriousfinancial difficUlties .........coorreeerrreenns ®
d. Seriousillness or iNjUIY .........cccoveveeeeeeeereeeneene. ®
e. “Break up” with romantic partner ..................... ®
f. Seriousproblem or crisisinvolving .................. ®

close friend or family member

14. How many friendsfrom your high school graduating class
are attending college?

® noneorveryfew @ most
@ some ® al or nearly all
® about half

15. How apprehensive (nervous) are you about being away
from home to attend college?

not at all nervous

somewhat nervous

Nervous

Very nervous

OOOO



Living Arrangements and Financial Need

16. Where do you live?
(D UK residencehall ® private apartment
® UK apartment (® Greek housing
(® private house/condo

17. 1f you commute, how many hours out of class per week
do you spend on campus?

© 1donotcommute ® 11to15

@ none ® 16t020
@ 1to5 ® morethan 20
® 6t010

18. If you live on campus, how often did you go homein
addition to regularly scheduled breaks (Thanksgiving,
Spring Break, etc.) during each semester?

B,
(Mark one per column.) 4{\»/ %
| do not live on campus .............oee..... © ©
1T= YL T ® ©
ONCE OF tWICE e eeeseeeeeeeeseeeeeen, ® ©
BHO S HMES coveeeeeeeeeeseee e ereseeeeee, ®
6 OF MOFE tIMES...v.vveeeeeeeveseeeeeeeeeeeeene. ® ©®

19. How concerned are you about your ability to pay for your
remaining college education?
(®  Not concerned, I’m confident | will have

enough funds.

(® Somewhat concerned, I'll probably have
enough funds.

(® Very concerned, not sure I’ll have enough
funds.

Quality of First-Year Experiences

20. How would you rate the quality of each of the following
aspects at UK? (Mark onein each row) <

+
QS o Q %}
. : . 2 2 Y
a. Overdl quality of instruction by - v =
FACUILY oo ONONONO)
b. Quality of instruction by TAs......... ONONONO)
c. Individua attention from
INSEFUCLONS ..o ONONONO)
d. Willingness of faculty to meet
With StUTENtS ..., ONONONO)
e. Quality of UK’slibrary collection. © @ & ®
f. Quality of service provided by the
library Staff ........cooocoeveveeeereieeennnes ONONONO)
g. Availability of computing
FESOUMCES .....oeooveeeeeeeeeeeeseeseneseees ONONONO)
h. Quality of service provided by the
computer lab staff .........ccoccovve.n. ONONONO)

21. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the follow-
ing statements about your academic advisor?

(Mark onein each row) 9
% o
j'cx‘ o % %
L% e
ERC I Y
a Spentsufficienttimewithme. © ®@ ® ® ©®
b. Was accessible when |
needed helP ....o..vveeerreeeneeenn. ONONO) ®
c. Issomeone | would recom-
mend to other students............ ® 0O 06

22. Towhat extent hasyour first year in collegefulfilled your
expectations?
® far below
@ moderately below
(® met expectations
® moderately above
® far above

23. Overall, how satisfied or dissatisfied were you with your
first year of college?
® very dissatisfied
@ dissatisfied
® neutral
@ sttisfied
® very satisfied

24.0n a scale of 1 to 10 (with 1 being impossible and 10
being absolutely certain), what do you think your chances
are of being successful at UK?

O @ ® ® © ® @ ® © O

25. If you could start college again, would you enroll at UK?

© definitely not
(® probably not
@ probably yes
® definitely yes

26.What are your plans for Fall 2003?

© not enroll in college

(™ take an official leave of absence
(@ attend another institution

® returnto UK

Thank you for completing the survey.
Office of Institutional Research
103B Alumni Gym, Campus 0029
http: //www.uky.edu/I R/
Soring 2003



